

PARISH OF TILBROOK
MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 13 May 2015 in the Village Hall, Church Lane, Tilbrook, commencing at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT Parish Councillor Charles Paull (in the Chair); Parish Councillor C Haynes; former Parish Councillor Mrs C Rowland; County Councillor P Downes; Sgt K Thorne and six members of the public.

C L Thatcher recorded the minutes.

APOLOGIES were received from Parish Councillor K Gutteridge and District Councillor J Gray.
MINUTES of the 2014 Annual Parish Meeting were read, confirmed and signed as a true record of that meeting.
MATTERS ARISING There were no matters arising from the minutes.

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  Councillor Peter Downes presented his report and commented that, from 2017, there will be electoral boundary changes which will result in the present county ward being enlarged to include 24 parishes.  It will become known as Alconbury and Kimbolton Ward.

The full text of Councillor Downes’ report is attached to the original of these minutes.

Councillor Downes left the meeting.

POLICE REPORT  Sgt Kevin Thorne said that he was based at St Neots and was responsible for the sector in which is Tilbrook.  He has 2 police constables and 7 police community support officers to assist him.

Looking at crime over the past twelve months, in Tilbrook it has been higher than usual, due mainly to the spate of shed burglaries.  There has also been one dwelling burglary; one domestic violence; one public order; two criminal damage and two thefts of farm machinery.  In total there have been 16 crimes in Tilbrook parish.
The Cambridgeshire police priorities are to deal with child sexual exploitation; modern slavery;illegal gangmasters; cyber crime and the safeguarding of vulnerable people and the victims of crime.   Local priorities include diesel and heating oil thefts;cyber crime and bullying; business burglaries and the prevention of thefts from motor vehicles.

They are also conscious of concerns by some over speeding and intend to conduct speed checks on the High Street.
REPORTS OF PARISH ORGANISATIONS 
a) Amenities Committee.   The report of the Amenities Committee was presented by the Chairman, Charles Paull, and is attached to the original of these minutes.   Mr Paull mentioned the hall lettings, which were significantly down on the previous year, and indicated that some refurbishment of the hall might be necessary.

b) Neighbourhood Watch.  Paul Fawcett, the new co-ordinator, was present and said that he has 65 addresses on his distribution list, but should anyone not be receiving a report who would like to do so, would they please contact him. 

c) All Saints Church, Tilbrook   Mrs Pauline Swinden presented her report in which she said that it had been a busy year, now that there are seven churches in this group.  Ken Laflin now plays the organ in our church and Revd Stephen Bowring has now moved into Tilbrook and occupies the Rectory.
The silent auction was a great success, as was the afternoon tea with the Teddy bear parachute drop, though that was not very well attended. They have also held a quiz and harvest supper and they combined with Covington for a Christmas morning service, where the children took part in a play.
The recent talent weekend was a great success.  She wished to thank all for help and support and Sue Fawcett and Val Young for doing the floral tributes.

Finally, the shed is up and the roof is on.

d) Tilbrook Women’s Group    Julie Edwards said she had recently taken over the Chairmanship from Ellie Ainsworth.  Their calendar was full, the year starting with a planning meeting in January and over the year they have held talks by RBL; Lesley Bowring, whose talk was entitled ‘Love Russia’;wheelchair provision abroad and the history of the village  ;starters and puds evening; a walk around Swineshead woods; a film at the White Horse; a picnic; ragrug making and a Christmas dinner at the Snooty Tavern.

New members are always welcome.

e) Tilfest 2014.     No-one was able to be present to report on Tilfest, but it was noted that the event takes place in just over a week’s time and the ‘line-up’ for both bands and beer has been finalized.  On Friday evening 22 May, villagers are invited to a preview.
PARISH COUNCIL REPORT was read by the Chairman of the Council, Councillor Charles Paull and a copy is attached to the original of these minutes.
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

District Councillor Jonathan Gray sent his apologies as he was unable to be present and his report, which is attached to the original of these minutes, was read by the Clerk.
PUBLIC FORUM

No points were raised by those present.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday 11 May 2016 at the Village Hall, Tilbrook, commencing at 7.30 pm.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2010 hours.

