
TILBROOK PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of a meeting of the Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Church Lane, Tilbrook on Wednesday 15 April 2015, commencing at 2000 hours.

PRESENT Councillors C Paull (in the Chair); B Faherty;  Mrs C Rowland; C Haynes and K Gutteridge
IN ATTENDANCE C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 5 members of the public.
27/15  APOLOGIES were received from County Councillor P Downes and District Councillor J Gray.
28/15 PUBLIC FORUM was not used.
29/15  DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS.  None were made.

30/15  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 18 March 2015 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

Councillor Mrs C Rowland joined the meeting.
31/15  MATTERS ARISING

a)  Sale of Reactive Signs.    The Clerk reported that Councillor Downes had now advised that the signs do, indeed, belong to the County Council and they will remove them in due course.
b) Station Road ‘puddle’. Nothing further to report as yet.
c) Request for 20 mph speed limit in Station Rd.   The Clerk said that he had received copies of 4 e mails sent to the County Council in support of a 20 mph limit in Station Rd and 1 e mail objecting to the proposal.  After some discussion it was agreed to take no action on this but to concentrate on replacing the reactive signs in the High Street.
d) Local Elections.  Now that nominations have closed it is known that there have been just three for this Parish, leaving two to be filled by co-option in due course. Councillor Gutteridge mentioned that he would be abroad at the time of the next Council meeting, thus there would be no quorum.  It is not possible to change the date of the meeting due to the requirement that it be held within 14 days of the new councilors coming into office.   The Clerk will therefore write to the District Council and seek dispensation to hold the meeting.

e) Local Joint Forum meeting 13 April.  The Chairman reported upon his attendance and said that the District’s Enforcement Officer, Nigel Swaby,  spoke about the difficulties of enforcing planning law due to staff shortages and the cost of doing so.  He explained that in English law planning authorities cannot require a planning application to be submitted, thus if one is requested and ignored, there is little that can be done.  Should the planners be inclined to approve the application should it ever be submitted, then the decision is made to cease enforcement action.
f) 24 High St – metal gate and light.    
The Enforcement Officer asked the Council to make clear what, if anything, it would require by way of enforcement action.  It was agreed that, although this is not a major matter in the scale of planning breaches, it is detrimental to the street scene in the village and should be removed.  The Enforcement Officer has indicated that he would not be minded to approve an application related to this should one be received, therefore enforcement action should be commenced.  Members were dismayed that nothing had been done over the past 4 months and the enforcement team seemed happy to sit and do nothing whilst the owner’s agent ‘considered his options’.  The Clerk was instructed to write to the Enforcement Officer and demand immediate action with a view to pursuing this as far as is necessary.
g) Hedges.    Following an inspection of the hedges along High St it was agreed that there is no real problem at present, but where the soil has been washed from the field adjacent to 24 High St onto the footpath it has effectively narrowed the footway.  The Clerk was asked to write to Highways and see if they would deal with it, failing which to ask the householder to do so.

At the last meeting a resident asked Councillor Gutteridge to remove the hedging plants which he had placed across the stile at the entrance to the footpath and he said that he would do so.    A resident present pointed out that this had not yet happened and Councillor Gutteridge said that he would deal with it in due course, but that anyone wishing to use the footpath in the meantime was most welcome to trample the plants which obstructed it.

32/15  COUNTY COUNCILLOR was unable to be present.

33/15  PLANNING MATTERS.
              The following application was considered –
               1500257  24 High St – retrospective application for alterations
               It was noted that there have been three occasions where development has taken place without the required planning permission.   The development which is the subject of this application has already taken place but, following discussion, members felt that a recommendation to refuse approval was appropriate, given the size, scale and inappropriateness of the works.   It was therefore proposed by Councillor Mrs Rowland, seconded by Councillor Haynes and unanimously agreed to recommend refusal.
34/15  ACCOUNTS

       a)    The following were approved for payment:

            E-ON       Streetlight Energy  April                                   30.15 inc VAT

            C L Thatcher         Pay April                                                51.28   no      “

            HMRC                   PAYE April                                             12.60    “      “

       b) Accounts 2014/15.    The Clerk distributed copies of the Income and Expenditure account for last year and questions were asked by members.     It was agreed to receive and approve the accounts for 2014/15.

        c) Annual Return.    The Chairman checked and signed the Annual Return and this, together with the full accounts, will be given to the Internal Auditor before being forwarded to the External Auditors.  The accounts will also be displayed on the notice board.
         d) The Annual Governance Statement, a part of the Annual Return, was read and all questions answered.
35/15  CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence not dealt with elsewhere in these minutes.
36/15   DISTRICT COUNCILLOR was unable to be present.
37/15  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Rowland mentioned the growth of nettles and weeds on the cut through between Station Rd and Church Lane.  The Chairman said that he would be dealing with them soon.
38/15  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Wednesday 13 May 2015, commencing at 8pm in the Village Hall following the Annual Parish Meeting, which commences at 7.30pm.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2050 hours.

