TILBROOK PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 6 October 2026 at the Village Hall, Church Lane, Tilbrook, commencing at 5 p.m.
PRESENT  Councillors I Pattle; C Bilbao and D Bruce
IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor J Gray. Lionel Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 3 members of the public
57/26  APOLOGIES  were received from Councillor French and County Councillor Ian Gardener
Councillor Bilbao took the Chair.
58/26  PUBLIC FORUM    
A resident asked that notification of Council meetings be included in the village newsletter and there be an email circulation of the date.  It was pointed out that a notice is placed on the noticeboard at the junction of High St and Station Rd and the agenda is also displayed on the Council’s website.
Mr Bob Smith, who very kindly mows the grass of the Green by the river, said the mower was on its last legs and thought needs to be given to its replacement.  He was also unsure how much longer he would be able to continue mowing the grass.  Members expressed their appreciation of all the work he has done for the village and agreed to investigate the purchase of a mower.
The use to which the land off High St, known as ‘The Farm’, was being put was discussed and it was noted that a mobile home and other vehicles had been moved onto the site.  The Clerk said that, so far as he is aware, the only planning approval for the site was for agricultural use, and he has notified the Enforcement Officer at Huntingdonshire District Council, who is investigating.
The white fence to the bridge on Station Road is broken and Cambs County Council will be informed.
A streetlight on Station Rd, by the recreation ground is out.  The Clerk will notify the contractors.
A resident’s complaint about traffic speeds was noted and the question of passing on to Highways the data from variable speed signs was discussed.  It appears that the data from these is not used for determining speed limits or enforcement by the police. Very often, the question of where the mobile cameras are deployed depends more upon the local accident rate rather than anything else.   However, council agreed to seek the presence of camera vans and to continue pursuing the introduction of a 20mph limit for the High St.
Bob Smith mentioned that the willow tree on the Green had split.
59/26  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None were made.
60/26  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR – Councillor Jonathan Gray said that the Local Government Review had now been placed on hold.     This is causing problems and councils will need to hear from government in the next few weeks whether there are to be elections next May, as otherwise there will be insufficient time to arrange them anyway.
There is considerable dissent over the new Local Plan as it covers the period up to 2049. Our consultation is open until December.
The consultants engaged at great expense to advise upon the regeneration of town centres appear to have concluded that the way to go is to build flats on town centre car parks.    This has not gone down well with the council.
The District Council used to operate harmoniously, but the new council is split into two factions and at their September meeting a vote of no confidence in the Leader failed.
Councillor Gray left the meeting 
61/26  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 24 June 2026 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.
62/26  MATTERS ARISING
a)MVAS SIGNS  The pole has been erected by Sandy Lane and a sign will be moved there soon.    
63/26 CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBER
It was unanimously agreed to co-opt Mel Tindale to the Council.  Unfortunately she was unable to be present tonight.
64/26 APPOINTMENT OF CLERK
It was agreed that the service conditions of the NJC for Local Council Staff should apply to the post of Clerk and that the rate of pay shall be in accordance with SCP11, currently £15.07 per hour for 4 hours per week.     
The present Clerk will advertise the vacancy.
65/26  PLANNING
No applications received.
66/26  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE
a) River bridge – agreed to again report the crack in the wall.
b) Grass cutting – agreed to review number of cuts per annum.
c) Play equipment and hard surface.  Quotes for improvement to be sought.
d) Streetlight out and to be reported.
67/26  CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence has been circulated and dealt with elsewhere.
68/26  ACCOUNTS
a)The following were approved for payment –
Defib Supplies                            Pads                                 92.34
SSE                                                  Energy                           302.22
Zurich                              Insurance premium               437.00
Hunts DC                        Election costs                         102.58
Hunts DC                        Rent of field                              100.00
K & M Lighting                Maintenance                             28.54
Grafton Projects          Stationery                                      1.18
C L Thatcher                  Pay July - Sept + arrears     486.82
HMRC                               PAYE                                            324.00
Unity Bank             4 x monthly service charges        28.00
SSE                                   Energy                                          117.47
SSE                                   Energy                                             92.49
Unity Bank                     Service charge                             7.00
K & M Lighting              Maintenance                             57.08
C L Thatcher               Pay  Oct to Dec                         471.71
HMRC                             PAYE                                             314.00
R M Smith                     Fuel for mower                             8.75     
69/26  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION
Security – report of an attempted break-in and assault. Any action required by Parish Council?

70/26  NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on a Tuesday in November 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at  hours
