TILBROOK PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 24 June 2026 at the Village Hall, Church Lane, Tilbrook, commencing at 7.30p.m.
PRESENT  Councillors I Pattle; C Bilbao and D Bruce
IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor I Gardener & District Councillor J Gray. Lionel Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 1 member of the public
42/26  CHAIRMAN   Councillor J French was elected as Chairman, but was unable to be present tonight, accordingly an election for Vice Chairman took place –
43/26 VICE CHAIRMAN Councillor C Bilbao was elected as Vice Chairman.
Councillor Bilbao in the Chair.
44/26  APOLOGIES  were received from Councillor French
45/26  PUBLIC FORUM   A resident asked about when the grass on the playing field would be cut.  The Clerk will chase the contractor
46/26  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None were made.
47/26  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR – Councillor Jonathan Gray said that Huntingdonshire District Council is a ‘hung’ council.  LibDems are the largest group and they are in an informal coalition with the Green Party. Local government reorganisation will take effect there within two years and next month will see a decision by government upon which councils join with which.
There is a lot of pressure on development and the Local Plan has already held three calls for sites.  There is always a possibility that a development will be proposed for Tilbrook.
48/26 COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Councillor Ian Gardener said that he had represented this area on the County Council since 2007.       The County Council currently comprised 61 members, 32 LibDem;10 Conservative; 8 Reform 7 Green and 2 Independent with 2 vacancies.
He has been trying to make the closure of the B645 at Kimbolton a little easier for local people.   The commencement date is now 20 July and the Order is for 7 weeks, though it may not take that long.       He has persuaded Highways to put signs at each end of Station Rd saying that the road is unsuitable for HCVs but accepts that there will no doubt be an increase in traffic by people who know the local area.  Some vehicles will be encouraged to use the Covington Rd from Grange Farm and he has asked Highways to deal with potholes and improve the surface prior to 20 July.
There is now a proposal to close Station Rd for 3 days in early August so that Anglian Water can make repairs.    This is not acceptable and, although the Clerk has already written to complain, he will lobby for that work to be postponed.
Family cycling is being encouraged by free training and loan of cycles at Grafham Water during the summer and there will be summer holiday activities between 21 July and 28 August.
NorthWest Anglia NHS is conducting a public and community engagement regarding Hinchingbrooke Hospital and would be delighted to receive feedback.
49/26  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 23 April 2026 were read, and although no present members were a part of the council at that time, Councillor Bilbao said that she attended the meeting as a member of the public and she believed that a question was asked in the Public Forum, though it is not mentioned in the minutes.   In view of that, she declined to approve the minutes.
50/26  REPRESENTATIVE TO AMENITIES COMMITTEE.  
Councillor Ian Pattle volunteered and was duly elected. 
51/26  MATTERS ARISING
a)MVAS SIGNS.  Former councillor Mike Wallis is liaising with Cambs County Council in the hope of acquiring the parts needed.     He is also arranging with CCC for the post for the new sign to be installed.
b)  20 mph limit bid.  Councillor Gardener said that it was likely to be October before the bid results are known.
c) Grass cutting   Needs doing and the Clerk will chase the contractor.
d)  RoSPA playground inspection was completed in April.
e)  A new litter bin has been installed 
52/26  PLANNING
The following application has been received and was noted –
26/01067/s73  Tilford, Station Rd – variation of condition 2
53/26  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE
c) A drain on Station Rd near to the bridge has been cleared
Councillors Gardener and Gray left the meeting
54/26  CORRESPONDENCE
All correspondence has been circulated and dealt with elsewhere.
55/26  ACCOUNTS
a)The following were approved for payment –
K & M Lighting Services   Street light maintenance         28.54
Playsafety Ltd                       Playground inspection           114.00
M Watson                               Computer repairs                     270.00
Unity Trust                              Bank service charge                    7.00
Aubergine262                       Website & .gov emails            670.80
Information Commissioner       annual fee                           52.00
K & M Lighting                        Streetlight maintenance         28.54
Grafton Projects                   Stationery & cartridges         100.71    
SSE Energy                                Streetlight energy               2350.60
b) Bank Mandate    The Clerk asked for members to act as Authorisers for payments from bank.    Councillor Bruce volunteered and it is thought that Councillor French will also oblige.
56/26  NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on a Tuesday, this being the best day for availability of the Hall.  The date will be 14 July if the Hall is available.  The Clerk will advise.   
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2130 hours
