TILBROOK PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 20 January 2026 at the Village Hall, Church Lane, Tilbrook, commencing at 7.30p.m.
PRESENT  Councillors M Wallis; M Patterson & Lewis Hunter, .
IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor Ian Gardener;  Lionel Thatcher, Clerk to the Council
01/26  CHAIRMAN   Councillor M Wallis was elected as Chairman for the meeting
02/26  APOLOGIES were received from Councillor Di Patterson and District Councillor Jonathan Gray
03/26  PUBLIC FORUM   was not used.
04/26  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  None were made.
05/26  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR – unable to be present
06/26  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 18 November 2025 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.
07/26  MATTERS ARISING
a)MVAS SIGNS.  The Clerk will ask Cambs Highways if they can help as they may hold spare parts.
b) BUS STOP LIBRARY  Residents wish to establish a library of books for exchange at the bus shelter in High St and ask whether the council would agree to purchase plastic boxes in which to put the books.  It was agreed to reimburse the £17 cost of the boxes.
08/26  PLANNING
No applications received.
09/26  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE
a) High St hedge.  Still no action to cut this hedge, either from landowner or Highways.
b) Tree and Hedge work.   It was agreed to appoint JD Trees as contractor for hedges and trees and to ask him to remove the dead sycamore by the river and, as no volunteers were forthcoming, to trim the hedge on the north side of the playing field.
c) Meeting with MP.  Councillor Patterson reported on this meeting, which took place at Grafham and had 32 representatives of councils attending.
County Councillor Ian Gardener joined the meeting.
d) Playing Field Maintenance.  Members were pleased at the good work undertaken by HDC and agreed to use their services again this year.   It was suggested that a litter bin (perhaps a grey bin) be sited by the car park.
10/26  CORRESPONDENCE
a) Local Government Reorganisation.           One effect of the upcoming reorganisation, could be that elections, due in May, may be postponed.  No decision on this as yet.
The various options for reorganisation were considered and it was agreed that Option E is the preferred one.
11/26  ACCOUNTS
a)The following were approved for payment –
K & M Lighting Services   Street light maintenance         57.08
Vision ICT                               Website hosting                         163.50
M Patterson                           Reimbursements                        49.52
C L Thatcher                         Pay quarter Jan to March       456.60
HMRC                                      PAYE/NIC                                       304.00
12/26  COUNTY COUNCILLOR     Councillor Gardener said that the budget for highways maintenance this year is £58million which sounds a lot, but if all needed repairs were done it would cost £300million and, if you add to that the soil affected roads, such as on the Fens, the cost could be £500million.
13/26  MEMBERS POINTS OF INFORMATION  No points were raised.
14/26  NEXT MEETING
It was agreed that the next Council meeting would be held on Tuesday evening 24 March 2026, followed by the Annual meeting on 13 May 2026, following the elections.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2020 hours
