
TILBROOK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 15 November 2023 in the Village Hall, Church Lane, Tilbrook, commencing at 8 p.m.

PRESENT  Councillors M Patterson; P Wilcock; L Hunter and M Wallis 

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor Ian Gardener; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and two members of the public.

98/23  APOLOGIES  were received from District Councillor Jonathan Gray and Mr Terry Rees.
.
99/23  PUBLIC FORUM  was not used
 
100/23  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST None were made.

101/23  COUNTY COUNCILLOR  Councillor Ian Gardener said that a new Local Highways Officer named Karen Southwell had been appointed, as had a new Rights of Way Officer, Dan Wiggs.
The County is re-visiting its policy regarding weeds in gutters, as a result of many complaints received. A Huntingdonshire District Council cabinet member has admitted that they are struggling to sweep roads due to the build-up of weeds. The policy will be considered at the December or January meetings.
The drain which crosses the field and drains onto the High Street is being inspected.
The new round of LHI bids is open and will remain so until 20 January 2024. There will be two levels of bid – non complex up to £10,000 and complex up to £25,000.
The County Council is considering a Council Tax rise of 4.9% and council tax relief for those who qualify will increase from 80% to 100%.
Low energy streetlights are being introduced for all county council streetlights.
The green bin charge will come into effect from 1 April 2024 and from that date no foodwaste may be deposited in the green bins. It will have to be placed into the grey bin and will therefore add to landfill.
The Chairman thanked the County Council for cutting the hedge to the “alpaca field” and for dealing with the fallen tree. 

102/23  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 5 September 2023 were read approved and signed as a true record of those meetings.

103/23  MATTERS ARISING
a) Traffic Speeds  Councillor Wilcock said that the MVAS readings for August to October showed that 30% of vehicles exceeded 30mph, whereas the previous quarter showed the figure as being 42%,so hopefully our efforts are beginning to bear fruit.
b) Kym Valley Way. The Chairman said that we need to lobby for a feasibility study next year.
c) Story Board  The prototype boards were shown to the meeting and were very impressive. It is hoped to commission them next Easter and sponsorship is being sought.   To date, the costs are c£1190, being £860 for design costs and each print being £110.
d) Grasscutting.   Councillor Wilcock said there had been help from a lot of volunteers and they are thanked for their assistance. It may be necessary for one more trim this year.
e) Banking change.  The Clerk said that the change had now been completed, with the exception of formally closing the Barclays account and withdrawing the small balance which remains there. Payments were working well and the Authorisers had had no problems.
f) Trees on Recreation Ground.   The Clerk reported on recent correspondence which suggested that we might mitigate our liability by undertaking a crown reduction now.  Members were concerned about the cost of doing that, in that it could be followed by an instruction to fell the trees, at even greater cost.   The Clerk will tell the insurers that we are willing to comply with whatever they recommend, but are conscious of the cost of doing so.

104 /23  PLANNING MATTERS 
The following applications were considered -

23/02036  30 Church Lane – erect garage and store
It was proposed by Councillor Patterson, seconded by Councillor Hunter and agreed to recommend approval as appropriate development.
23/02066  Sundown Products, the Old Station – 1st floor office over weighbridge
It was proposed by Councillor Wilcock, seconded by Councillor Wallis and unanimously agreed to recommend approval as appropriate development.

105/23  AMENITIES COMMITTEE     Councillor Wilcock said that he had attended the last two meetings of the committee and he had produced a report showing proposed roles and responsibilities of both the Amenities Committee and the Parish Council.  This report was agreed.
He also said that the Amenities Committee were still looking for a Secretary and were currently fundraising for an induction loop.   It was proposed by Councillor Patterson, seconded by Councillor Wilcock and agreed to donate the sum of £800 as a s137 payment towards the cost of an induction loop. 

106/23  LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES PAY AGREEMENT 2023
The Clerk reported that the national pay award had now been received and was effective from 1 April 2023.   His salary would increase to £12.21 per hour from that date and the cost would be c£208per annum.  

107/23  CONSIDERATION OF PROJECTS AFFECTING 2024/25 BUDGET
The Clerk provided information on the estimated income and expenditure for the current year and for the next financial year.   Members considered the figures and what expenditure they would wish to make next year.  At present, in addition to those identified, it was thought that provision should be made for the purchase of a mower, at around £700.  The final decision will be made at the next meeting.

108/23  LHI BIDS FOR 2024/25
The Clerk reminded members that the deadline for bids was 12 January 2024.  After some discussion it was agreed not to make a bid next year. 

109/23   VILLAGE MAINTENANCE
It was agreed that a priority was in resolving the problem with the High St drains, to alleviate flooding. 

110/23  CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR  The Clerk said that no further expressions of interest had been received and the two interested persons were still Terry Rees and Di Patterson.  Terry was not present, having sent his apologies due to a hospital appointment, but Di Patterson was here.
The Chairman invited Di to speak and say what she thought she could bring to the council.
Upon being put to the vote, Di Patterson was co-opted onto the Council and signed the acceptance of office.

111/23  CORRESPONDENCE  Letters requesting donations have been received from both MAGPAS and St Neots Museum.  It was agreed to defer consideration until the next meeting.

112/23  ACCOUNTS  The following were approved for payment -
M Wallis reimbursement of expenditure     49.40
Npower    energy                      230.48
Pulse Digital   computer repair           200.40
C L Thatcher Pay Oct -Dec + arrears       443.60
CGM Group    grass cutting             342.00
K & M Lighting  maintenance             91.65
HMRC             PAYE               295.60
Tilbrook Amenities Cttee   Donation      800.00

113/23  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR  was unable to be present

114/23  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION
None were raised

115/23  NEXT MEETING
It is proposed that the next normal meeting will be on Tuesday 12 December 2023 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2140 hours. 
