
TILBROOK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 13 December 2022 in the Village Hall, Church Lane, Tilbrook, commencing at 8.00p.m.

PRESENT  Councillors M Patterson; P Wilcock; Mrs S Wilcock and M. Wallis.
 
IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor I Gardener; District Councillor J Gray;  C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council .

96/22  APOLOGIES  were received from Councillor L Hunter.
.
97/22  PUBLIC FORUM  was not used.
 
98/22  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST None were made

99/22 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR Jonathan Gray said that the next Huntingdonshire DC meeting will be on Thursday and that in future meetings will be available to view on YouTube.
The council is dealing with a large petition from Sawtry regarding their swimming pool and is also about to appoint an interim Managing Director, for short-term cover following the retirement of Jo Lancaster.        Their will be a neighbourhood policing visit to the council this week.
The lack of staff in the Planning Department still causes problems.   

100/22  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 9 November 2022 were read, approved and signed as true record of that meeting.

101/22  MATTERS ARISING
a) Flood Forum.  Notification of a Flood Resilience Day to be held at Ramsey on 12 November.  Councillor Hunter said that he would attend.
b) Traffic Speeds.  Councillor Wallis reported a problem with the High St sign which has lost data. He was emailing the Speedwatch Group as there have been no sessions this year.
c) Little Lane.  The Chairman gave tribute to the villagers who showed what could be done if given the opportunity.  He gave special thanks to Adam Tuke for his expert guidance.
d) Cycleway to Kimbolton.  As reported above, County Councillor Gardener will make enquiries and a meeting with County officers will be sought

102/22  PLANNING MATTERS No applications received.

103/22  AMENITIES COMMITTEE  Cllr Mrs Wilcock reported upon the proposals regarding the use of the Village Hall car park which are designed to ensure that parking space is available for users of the Hall, rather than being taken up by people parking there long-term.
She also said that because of her pregnancy and probable inability to attend meetings, she felt she should stand down as our representative to the Hall Committee.  It was agreed to consider a replacement at the next meeting.

104/22  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON FIRST HALF YEAR
The Chairman circulated his report, in which he remarked upon all that had been achieved in the half year.   He thanked all who had played a part in the achievements and was pleased at the positive response from residents.

105/22  CORRESPONDENCE
None other than that previously circulated.

106/22  ACCOUNTS
a)The following were approved for payment -
K & M Lighting.        Streetlight maintenance         30.55
NPower            Streetlight energy                176.19
JD Gardening & Landscape   Grass cutting           1024.80
b) To consider the budget for 2023-24
The Clerk provided his assessment of the financial position for the coming year, which clearly showed that the expected expenditure would considerably exceed the income, should the precept remain unchanged.       He had looked at the items forming the expenditure to see whether any could be omitted, but had concluded that, if the improvements being sought by the Council in the village were to be achieved, then there is little choice but to increase the precept. He further pointed out that the expenditure in the current year had also exceeded income and he estimated that there would be a balance of only £2500 at the year end.  This, in his view, was insufficient.
There was considerable discussion on this matter and it was clear that small percentage increases in precept would achieve little, due to the current very low precept.  It was therefore agreed
c) The precept for 2023-2024 be set at £10,000.

107/22  COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Councillor Gardener said that County Council meetings were now available to view on YouTube.. He said that County Councillors’allowances had been reviewed and increases recommended, some by as much as 27%.
Active travel around Cambridge is currently being discussed and a congestion charge is being considered.  This will apply to all driving in Cambridge (including to Addenbrooke’s and Papworth Hospitals) between 7am and 7pm, Monday to Friday.
There will be a bye-election in St Neots Eaton Socon constituency due to the death of the incumbent.
 
108/22  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION
No points were raised.
 
109/22  NEXT MEETING
It is proposed that the normal meeting be held on Tuesdays in future and therefore the next meeting will be on Tuesday 24 January 2023 and that this will commence at 8pm in the Village Hall, Church Lane, Tilbrook..

[bookmark: _GoBack]There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2130 hours. 
