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MINUTES of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 25 January 2022 in the Village Hall, Church Lane, Tilbrook, commencing at 8pm. 

PRESENT Councillors C Paull (in the Chair); C Haynes; K Gutteridge & M Patterson.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor I Gardener, C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 6 members of  the public.

1/22  APOLOGIES  were received from District Councillor J Gray
.
2/22  PUBLIC FORUM was not held

3/22  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  Councillor Haynes declared his interest in the matter of Summerfield Farm.

4/22  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR was unable to be present

5/22 MINUTES of the Council meeting of 15 December 2021 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

6/22 MATTERS ARISING
a) Flood Forum   It was reported that meetings have been arranged and will take place shortly.

b) Traffic Speeds.  Councillor Patterson said that the monthly figures still remain consistent, and a useful database was being built up which will support our LHI bid.

A member of the public asked about the noise created by some motorcycles.  Councillor Patterson said that the police are unable to help unless the exhaust silencer was not legal.    It was suggested that average speed cameras might help, or perhaps noise meters could be hired.  The member of the public will investigate this.
c) Little Lane drainage.  The Chairman reported that the grant was likely, but the paperwork had not yet been seen.    It would be from the County Council and would be 70% of the total cost, estimated at £10,000. 
d)  LHI bids.   Councillor Patterson said that last year’s award was implemented this week, being the MVAS and 20 mph signage in Station Rd and this year’s bid will be for 40mph buffer zones on the B645.  The meeting to decide will be held on 2 March.
  
7/22  PLANNING
a) There were no applications for consideration.
b) Development Management Committee 20 December.  Councillor Haynes declared an interest in this item.
Councillor Patterson reported upon his attendance.  He said there were 6 villagers there, who were allotted 3 minutes each to represent the views of their councils.
Upon a vote being taken, it was agreed to permit the site to be increased in size, subject to the Planning Department arranging consultation with the Parish Council to devise a management plan for the site.  The plan is to be monitored by the Enforcement Team.
Councillor Haynes commented that there already is a site management plan and any agreement will be between Summerfield Farm and the planners.

Councillor Gardener joined the meeting.

8/22  CASUAL VACANCY
There having been only one expression of interest, Mr Terry Rees was proposed by Councillor Patterson, seconded by Councillor Gutteridge and duly appointed to fill the vacancy on the Council.
Councillor Rees was welcomed by the Chairman.

9/22 TREE WARDEN
Councillor Patterson said that before Christmas he had spent a month working on the Green Lane where the 20 oaks had been planted at the millennium.  These were growing well and a canopy is forming.
Where the oaks were removed from the playing field he checks that there is no resurgent growth and all is OK, just the zone near to the barn needed clearing out again.  Last week he looked at the 4 trees near the gate entrance to the playing field , cut back the ground roots and shrubs and the brushwood will be removed.

10/22  CORRESPONDENCE
A letter has been received from K & M Lighting Services offering a new contract for street lighting maintenance for the next three years.  It was agreed to sign the contract.

11/22  ACCOUNTS
a) The following were approved for payment -

K & M Lighting         streetlight maintenance              25.13
NPower                   Energy                       133.94
JD Gardening          Grass cutting                    1171.20
CL Thatcher            Pay 3 months Jan-Mar            417.75
HMRC                    PAYE                        104.20


12/22 COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Councillor Gardener said that the new Chief Executive who is commencing in February is Stephen Moyer and he will be working solely for the County Council.
The Chairman has retired and no replacement made as yet.
Ting bus service has commenced and the charge is £2 per trip.   It is free to bus pass holders .
The proposed Council Tax will be an increase of the maximum which can be applied without a referendum – 4.99%.   £16.49M of the revenue will not be going into better services with over 50% going into reserves.
The LHI meetings on 28 February and 2 March start at 8am and finish at 5pm.  Our representatives will be Councillor Patterson and Mr Paul Wilcocks.
A flood risk management strategy for the County is being prepared. 

13/22  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION – none were raised

14/22  NEXT MEETING
It is proposed that the next meeting be held on Wednesday 16 March 2022 and that this will commence at 8 pm in the Village Hall, Church Lane, Tilbrook.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2100 hours.
